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Audience Poll
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ÅWho attended the ENERGY STAR: Year Ahead 

Session on Monday morning with Dean Gamble?

ÅWho here has successfully certified an apartment in 

the ENERGY STAR Certified Homes Program?

ÅWho here has successfully certified an apartment in 

the ENERGY STAR MFHR Program?

ÅWho here has struggled with our eligibility tree?



ENERGY STAR for New Construction MF

Has guidelines that apply to new (or gut rehab):

Å Single Family Homes (detached and attached)

Å Factory Built Homes (manufactured and modular)

Å Low & Mid Rise Multifamily Buildings

ÅMid & High Rise Multifamily Buildings

ïCovers buildings previously ineligible for 

Certified Homes

ïLaunched in June 2011

Certified 

Homes

MFHR
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ENERGY STAR for Existing MF

Å Recognition ENERGY STAR score of Ó75 in Portfolio Manager

ïSame process as commercial buildings (office, retail, etc.)

ïBased on whole property energy use  (common areas, retail, 
parking lots/garages, etc.)

Å Awarded based on the calendar year. Properties must have at least 
20 units and <50% townhomes. Energy bills must include all units.

Å Score for existing multifamily properties available since Sept  2014

501 75

National Average

Superior Energy 

Management!
1 to 100 Energy Performance Scale

100
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www.energystar.gov/multifamilyhousing

http://www.energystar.gov/multifamilyhousing


ENERGY STAR Multifamily Program Eligibility* 

ENERGY STAR Certified Homes

Å All Multifamily buildings with Ò3 
stories or Ò4 units; and

Å 4 and 5 story multifamily 
buildings with heating, cooling 
and DHW separate from other 
units, and less than 20% 
residential associated common 
space

Å 4 and 5 story multifamily 
buildings with heating and 
cooling separate from other 
units, central DHW where more 
than 50% is met by solar, and 
less than 20% residential 
associated common space 

ENERGY STAR Multifamily High Rise

Å 4 and 5 story buildings with 

heating, cooling and DHW 

separate from other units, and 

more than 20% residential 

associated common space; 

and

Å 4 and 5 story buildings with 

central heating, cooling, and/or 

DHW; and

Å All buildings with Ó6 stories
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*As of January 2017



ENERGY STAR Multifamily Program Decision Tree*
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*As of January 2017
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ENERGY STAR Multifamily Program Decision Tree*
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*As of February 2017
Yes

N o t  e x a c t l y  B R E A K I N G  N E W S !

*As of January 2017



ENERGY STAR Multifamily Program Decision Tree*
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*As of February 2017

www.energystar.gov/mfhr/eligibility

http://www.energystar.gov/mfhr/eligibility


ENERGY STAR Multifamily Program Eligibility* 

Å All Multifamily buildings with 

Ò3 stories or Ò4 units

Å All buildings with Ó4stories 

and >4 units
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*As of February 2017

Å 4 and 5 story multifamily buildings 

with Ò 20% residential associated 

common space

Certified Homes Multifamily High Rise



ENERGY STAR Eligibility Footnotes

1. Defines gut rehabs

2. Defines residential common space

3. Defines story

4. Defines occupiable space

5. Explains how to exclude retail space from 

calculations

6. Recommends RESNET Guidelines for modeling 

central systems in HERS ratings

12www.energystar.gov/mfhr/eligibility

http://www.energystar.gov/mfhr/eligibility


RESNET Guidelines for Multifamily Ratings

Å HERS Modeling Work - Arounds

ïCentral cooling systems

ïCentral heating systems

ïCentral hot water systems

ïCentral ventilation systems

ïAnd more!

Å Sampling

Å Testing

Å Inspections
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RESNETGuidelines for Multifamily Energy Ratings

http://www.resnet.us/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Adopted-RESNET-Guidlines-for-Multifamily-Ratings-8-29-14.pdf


MF Building Eligibility Examples

Å 4 story, central hot water, less than 20% residential-associated 
common area
ï ENERGY STAR Certified Homes (new!) or MFHR Program 

Å 7 story, 2 stories of garage, 5 stories above with residential units, 
less than 20% residential-associated common area
ï ENERGY STAR Certified Homes or MFHR Program (Footnote 2)

Å 7 story, mixed-use, 2 stories of retail, 5 stories above with 
residential units, less than 20% residential-associated common 
area 
ï ENERGY STAR MFHR Program (Footnote 2,5)

Å 3 ½ story, less than 20% common area
ï ENERGY STAR Certified Homes or MFHR Program (Footnote 3)

Å If you arenôt sure which program your building is eligible for, 
please email us: mfhr@energystar.gov
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(new!) 

mailto:mfhr@energystar.gov
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